Roy Meachum 

Christmas black 

There will be little Joy In Bethlehem 
this year. The singing of carols and 
prayers at the scene of the Manger have 
been disturbed by the killing shots of the 
army which has maintained its occupa- 
tion by repression, brutalities, and 
legalized murders for over 20 years. 

The few determined pilgrims who 
make their way to the town where Christ 
was born will be greeted by swarms of 
soldiers with ready weapons, positioned 
for foreigners' protection. The same 
troops in the past 15 days have bathed 
the Holy Land with blood, some of it 
Christian. 

Not all the Palestinians killed and 
wounded, beaten and jailed the past 15 
days were Muslims, not by any means. 

But when a 10-year-old girl is shot in the 
stomach, does her religion really mat- 
ter? Did the Israeli riflemen select only 
non-Christians for their targets before 
firing into the backs of youths r unnin g 
away (as witnessed by Western 
reporters)? 

To keep matters in perspective, not all 
the fingers on those triggers belonged to 
Israeli Jews. Among the fiercest per- 
secutors of the Palestinians are mem- 
bers of the Druze sect, a radical branch 
of Islam. They are the only Arabs 
permitted to serve in the Israeli Defense 
Force, because of their antipathy to 
traditional (Sunni) followers of 
Muhammad. 

It is very wrong to categorize the 
problems of the occupied territories as 
Jews against Muslims. It is not even 
accurate to portray Israel’s majority as 
approving its army’s persecution of the 
Palestinians. According to surveys in 
recent years, most Israelis favor shed- 
ding Gaza and the West Bank, in ex- 
change for the promise of peace. 

Premier Yitzhak Shamir is not among 
them. The man who once ordered the 
assassination of U.N. observer Swedish 
Count Folke Bernadotte remains dedi- 
cated to the proposition of an Israeli 
empire, a dream that has prevented the 
nation from ever naming its 
boundaries. In that dream, one day 
Jerusalem would extend its rule to 
Iraq's Euphrates River, imitating the 
conquest of an ancient Jewish king, as 
outlined by the modern nation’s 
Founding Father David ben-Gurion. 

Here is the root for the anguish that 
spoils this season's promise of Peace on 
Earth: The men, women and children on 
the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip 
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have no hope for the dignity of freedom. 
After 20 years of watching helplessly as 
their land, their leaders and their lives 
were stripped away, they no longer 
believe they will ever know the joy j 
heralded on Christmas Day for much of 
the world. 

For Israel to give back their birthright 
to a people who have lived on that earth 
since before Jesus was born would kill 
forever the chance for further expan- 
sion. Mr. Shamir and his cohorts 
resisted the return of the Sinai to Egypt. 

It should be noted that they opposed the 
Camp David accords, aligning them 
with Libya and other extremist Arab 
states. 

As for his nation’s present problems, 
the premier has announced his 
government will not alter its treatment 
of the Palestinians for the sake of "a 
better image abroad.” Backing that 
line, an IDF spokesman told a British 
reporter that “the relative restraint the 
Army has shown has been misinter- 
preted as weakness.” 



If I had my way, in 
every home this 
season, the cheerful 
mix of red and green 
would give way to 
black . . . 



What “restraint?” The number of 
admitted dead (20, at this writing) con- 
tinues to climb as more wounded die, 
and each day brings new shootings. One 
hospital alone reported treating 175 
Palestinian casualties last week. To any 
known figures must be added those 
unknowns severely beaten or shot who 
refuse to seek treatment, knowing that 
they can be pulled from their beds by 
soldiers, as many others were. A 
number of doctors and nurses received 
rifle butts for trying to protect their 
patients. 

The sources for these crimes against 
humanity are not Arab, but Western 




reporters and diplomats, as well as 
U.N. officials on the scene. The 
Security Council is considering a motion 
of censure, which the Shamir govern- 
ment is counting on the U.S. to veto, 
following its customary practice of 
protecting Israel, no matter its 
offenses. If that happens, then the 
American hostages in Lebanon will 
certainly pay. Make no mistake. 

Bethlehem is not the only Christian 
community where Christmas this year 
is very dim. Think of the homes of those 
Americans still held captive, as much to 
the failure of this nation to implement a 
Middle East policy based on human 
rights, as to their kidnappers. They are 
political hostages: Their captors are not 
simply criminals. There is a difference. 
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When many of you go to church to- 
morrow evening, I ask that you 
remember in your prayers those forlorn 
Americans chained and locked up in 
darkness, somewhere in Lebanon. And 
if you have a moment left over, and the 
thought occurs, you might ask that One 
God, sacred to Muslims and Jews, as 
well as Christians, to have mercy on the 
Palestinians and their oppressors. The 
Israelis may need more prayers than 
their victims. 

In the pursuit of an empire, lost in the 
Biblical past, that small nation has sac- 
rificed its just claim as a refuge and a 
sanctuary for a people who taught, by 
lesson and example, as the ancient 
Greeks never could, humanity to all 
mankind. 
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If I had my way, in every home this 
season, the cheerful mix of red and 
green would give way to black, for the 
dead and maimed Palestinian men, 
women and children, but also for those 
young men and boys in uniform who 
pulled the triggers: They are also vie- 
tims. We must forgive and pray for 
them, because as soldiers of an earlier 
occupation army, . . for they know 
not what they do." 

In truth, Good Friday suits more my 
mood these days. I cannot, therefore, 
wish a Merry Christmas, but trust that 
you, your family and friends will share 
the peace of the season. Love one 
another. 



